La Escuela De Idiomas D’Amore

Methodology
Our methodology is based on the Total Immersion Methodology of Teaching,  This is a way of teaching in which the target language is taught in the target language itself without using any translations at all.  The students learn the language in the country where it is spoken and interact (for those applying in the homestay program) with the family they live with.  This methodology is also combined with the Global Methodology which intends to present language contexts that will be studied from the general to the specifics, the Situational-Structural Methodology, which presents and studies different types of structures in everyday real situations, and the Cyclic Methodology, in which different aspects of grammar, for instance, are studied gradually and in different levels of difficulty according to the level of the students.


Our textbooks are divided in lessons and each lesson is divided in four parts: #1. Conozcamos la Cultura (Let’s get to know the culture), #2. Comuniquémonos con Palabras (Let’s learn the vocabulary), #3. Aprendamos el Sistema (Let’s learn the structure) and #4. Usemos lo que Aprendimos (Let’s use what we learned).  This methodology goes from the general (#1. presentation of situations about culture and life) to the specifics of vocabulary (#2) and grammar (#3).  Then, we go back to the general, in the last part (#4), by means of practice and reinforcement of what was studied in the first three parts.

PLACEMENT

When the students arrive in our school, they are given an O.P.I. (Oral Proficiency Interview) according to the A.C.T.F.L. standards (American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages.  Our placements are based on the Conversational Approach; that means the students are placed according to how much they can produce orally.

LA ESCUELADE IDIOMAS D’AMORE

METHODOLOGY
I. CONOZCAMOS LA CULTURA

LET´S GET TO KNOW THE CULTURE)

This is a general introduction of information and curiosities of our culture, Costa Rica and Latin America.

This section contains information of the Hispanic culture with emphasis in Costa Rica.  The information is present is presented in Spanish and increases the degree of difficulty according to the progress and the level of the group.  It introduces some of the items of vocabulary and some of the grammar structures in a general way.  As the study of the language advances, this section becomes comprehensive since it includes grammar and words that were studied in previous lessons. 

II. COMUNIQUEMOS CON PALABRAS

(LET´S LEARN THE VOCABULARY)

This section presents the vocabulary in context.  The words are not presented in lists but real situational contexts.  In this way, the students have the opportunity to learn the vocabulary directly in real situations.  This is where we practice and reinforce the four key areas of the Spanish language: Listening Comprehension, Oral Expression, Reading, and Writing.  All this is carried out by means of varied, activities: Stories, Dialogues (in groups of two or more students), Description of Visual Aids, Charades, Interviews, Games, Songs, Dynamic, Speeches, Research, etc.

III. APRENDAMOS EL SISTEMA

(LET´S LEARN THE STRUCTURE)

Grammar explanations and practice directed to the students.  The terminology is secondary and the grammar is presented and studied in real situations.  Many of the structures have been already introduced in the section “Comuniquémonos con palabras”; thus, they have had the chance to practice those structures, which will make the study of grammar easier.  Reinforcement is made with many different types of written exercises in the textbook, as well as oral activities.

IV. USEMOS LO QUE APRENDIMOS

(LET´S USE GAT WE LEARNED)

The purpose of this section is to reinforce what was studied in sections II. And III.  It is very flexible and varied.  It covers the four most important areas of the Spanish language:  Listening, Oral Expression, Reading, and Writing, and they are accomplished in many different ways.

CURRICULUM FOR BASIC I AND II

According to our methodology, the curriculum for levels Basic I and II is as follows:

All the end of four weeks, the students of La Escuela de Idiomas D’Amore:

1. will be familiarized with cultural aspects such as: (these are the titles of the topics)

I am Costa Rican;

Foreigners in Costa Rica;

Means of transportation in Costa Rica

Foreign influences;

Entertainment in Costa Rica;

The concept of family in Costa Rica;

Doña Marta goes to the market;

National Parks of Costa Rica and Traveling

Popular celebrations in Costa Rica

2. will be familiarized and master general vocabulary such as:

Meals and foods (likes and dislikes)

The Spanish class;

Nationalities

Descriptions (with adjectives);

Numbers;

Means of transportation and Public buildings;

Colors;

Clothes;

The season and the weather;

Location of public buildings (Giving directions);

Phone conversations;

Yolanda’s house;

Yolanda’s family;

Counting (more numbers), Asking for prices, shopping;

The beach;

The nature and the animals;

Celebrations and traditions;

Trips, the airport.

3. will have studied, practiced and reinforced grammar items such as:

Definitive articles;

Nouns;

The verb “Gustar” (To like);

The verb “Haber” (There be) and Indefinite articles;

Adverbs of place;

Present Indicative, (Regular verbs);

Questions and Simple, Negative and Affirmative answers;

Indefinite Preterit (Simple past) of the Indicative, (Regular verbs);

Personal pronouns;

The verb “Ser” (To Be)

The verb “Ser” (To Be) with nouns and adjectives (agreement);

Interrogative pronouns: ¿Qué? ¿Cómo? ¿Dónde? (What? How? Where?);

The verb “Ir” (To Go)

The periphrastic future “IR a + Infinitive” (To Be Going To + Verb);

Position of adjectives;

Compound subjects;

More interrogative pronouns: ¿Quién? ¿Cuándo? ¿Por qué? ¿Cuánto / a(s)? (Who? When? Why? How much/many?);

Indefinite preterit of the verb “IR”;

Uses of the verb “Ser;”

Uses of the verb “Estar” (Also To Be);

The preposition “De” with “Ser”;

Adverbs of place with “Estar”;

“Ser versus Estar”;

Present Progressive;

Reflexive verbs;

Idioms with the verbs “Tener”, “Hacer”, “Haber” (meaning To Be);

Verbs ending in –GO;

Possessive adjectives;

Direct object pronouns;

Polite commands;

Irregular verbs “Dar”, “Ver”, “Saber”, “Conocer” (To Give, To See, To Know);

Indirect object pronouns;

Demonstrative adjectives;

Verb structures with or without prepositions;

Relative pronoun “Que”;

Stem changing verbs (o-ue / e-ie / e-i);

Comparative and superlative degrees;

Position of direct and indirect pronouns in a statement;

Indefinite Pronouns;

Indefinite Preterit of Irregular Verbs;

Uses of “Por” and “Para”

4. will have been immersed in a cultural learning experience that will enhance their appreciation for learning, living and loving Latin cultures and people.

CURRICULUM FOR INTERMEDIATE I

According to our methodology, the curriculum for Intermediate I is as follows:

At the end of four weeks, the students of La Escuela de Idiomas D’Amore:

1. will be familiarized with cultural aspects such as

The Ticos have fun;

Get to know Gallo Pinto well;

Pancho, his family and his house;

Markets and stores in San José

Why are we called “Ticos”?

2. will be familiarized and master general vocabulary such as:

Exercise and sports;

Hobbies and enjoyment;

Foods;

Fruit and vegetables;

The traditional Hispanic family: does it really exist?;

Children: are they the main cause of separation of couples?;

Juan Campos’ house;

My dreamed tasks;

Fashion: clothes and colors;

Numbers and prices;

Business in Costa Rica;

Fun in the beaches of Costa Rica;

The weather in Costa Rica;

An American at the bus station;

3. will have studied, practiced and reinforced grammar items such as:

Regular and Irregular Verbs in the Present Indicative;

Indefinite Preterit of Indicative;

Imperfect Preterit of Indicative;

Imperfect vs. Preterit;

Comparative Degrees;

Uses of Ser and Estar;

The Periphrastic Future;

Direct and Indirect Pronouns;

Direct Commands: The Imperative Mode;

Imperfect Future of Indicative;

Negative and Indefinite Expressions;

Verbs that Always take a Specific Proposition;

Uses of Por and Para;

The Simple Conditional;

Idioms with the Verbs DAR, TENER, HABER and HACER;

Compounds Tenses of the Indicative Mode;

Some commonly used verb structures;

Uses of Lo and Relative Pronouns;

Present Subjunctive with:



-Noun clauses,



-Adjectival clauses,



-Adverbial clauses and



-Impersonal expressions;

4. will have been immersed in a cultural learning experience that will enhance their appreciation for learning, living and loving Latin cultures and people.

CURRICULUM FOR INTERMEDIATE II

According to our methodology, the curriculum for Intermediate II is as follows:

At the end of four weeks, the students of La Escuela de Idiomas D’Amore:

1. will be familiarized with cultural aspects such as: (these are the titles of the topics)

Los medios de comunicación masiva en Costa Rica;

El machismo y sus consecuencias;

Conozca Costa Rica primero;

Influencias Extranjeras;

La United Fruit (Banana Republics);

Mitos, leyendas e historia;

Ho, Ho, Ho!!! (Transculturalización);

Desiderata;

Introducción a don Quijote de La Mancha.

2. will be familiarized and master general vocabulary such as:

La televisión;

La familia;

El noviazgo,

El matrimonio;

El alquiler de un automóvil;

Los viajes;

La United Fruit Co.;

Los mercados de San José;

La religión;

El arte;

La música;

Comidas típicas;

La amistad;

El amor;

Realidad y Fantasía;

3. will have studied, practiced and reinforced grammar items such as:

Usos del Pretérito;

Usos del Imperfecto;

Pretérito vs. Imperfecto;

Futuro Imperfecto;

Condicional Simple;

Usos de DEBER DE;

Estilo Directo e Indirecto;

Mandatos Directos;

El Presente de Subjuntivo con cláusulas sustantivadas;

El Presente de Subjuntivo con expresiones impersonales;

Perífrasis Verbales;

El Presente de Subjuntivo con cláusulas adjetivadas;

Preposiciones y Verbos con Determinada Preposición;

El Presente de Subjuntivo con cláusulas adverbiales;

4. will have been immersed in a cultural learning experience that will enhance their appreciation for learning, living and loving Latin cultures and people.

CURRICULUM FOR ADVANCE I

According to our methodology, the curriculum for Advance I is as follows:

At the end of four weeks, the students of La Escuela de Idiomas D’Amore:

1. will be familiarized with vultures aspects such as:

El Tico;

La Riqueza Cultural;

Nuestros Indígenas: Ayer y Hoy;

2. will be familiarized and master general vocabulary such as (the vocabulary in this level is studied in the following essays)

El Campesino Finquero;

Crear una civilización nueva;

Visión del Turistas;

Los Ticos;

Origen, Evolución y Triunfo del Castellano;

3. will have studied, practiced and reinforced grammar items such as:

Revisión General de Tiempos Verbales en Los Diferentes Modos de la Gramática Española;

Revisión General de Todos los Pronombres (Directos, Indirectos y Reflexivos) con diferentes categorías de verbos;

Los Verbos con Participios Débiles y Participios Fuertes;

Perífrasis Verbales;

Repaso del Modo Subjuntivo (con todos sus tipos de oraciones y tiempos verbales)

4. will have been immersed in a cultural learning experience that will enhance their appreciation for learning, living and loving Latin cultures and people.

